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Vienna, May 18th, 2015
ECLJ’s Intervention on Conscientious objection. Christophe Foltzenlogel
Liberty of conscience and expression is one of our cornerstone rights and values. It is guaranteed so that everyone may live according to his or her values, beliefs and conscience. 

Sadly, it has become increasingly difficult for Christians to live according to their values in Europe. Several countries recently legalized euthanasia and gay marriage, whereas some others specifically constitutionalized marriage as the union as a man and a woman. In this context, Christians in certain European countries are asked more and more to act against their conscience in the context of their job.

The growing difficulties were denounced at the Council of Europe in a recent report and Resolution: Tackling intolerance and discrimination in Europe with a special focus on Christians. This Resolution, adopted by a significant majority of deputies from the 47 Member States of the Council called again for the respect of conscience and the right to conscientious objection, especially in the field of medical care. 
In 2010 a Resolution titled “The right to conscientious objection in lawful medical care” clearly stated that “No person, hospital or institution shall be coerced, held liable or discriminated against in any manner because of a refusal to perform, accommodate, assist or submit to an abortion, the performance of a human miscarriage, or euthanasia or any act which could cause the death of a human foetus or embryo, for any reason.”

The European Centre for Law and Justice would like to denounce the attitude of several European government, especially Sweden, towards physicians and nurses refusing to perform abortions because they consider it as intrinsically evil: as an unjust homicide. The Swedish National Board of Health and Welfare clearly stated that the doctors could not refuse to tell the gender of the unborn baby or to practise an abortion up to 18 weeks, even if the sex of the foetus was the only reason for an abortion
.

Such an extreme position that contradicts PACE Resolutions
, ECHR case-law
 and the 1994 Cairo conference
, is not acceptable in a democratic Europe respecting justice and individual autonomy.
The ECLJ therefore encourages the OSCE and the participating NGOs to expose the situation in Sweden for medical practitioners and encourages this country to recognize and respect the fundamental right to conscientious objection.
� � HYPERLINK "http://www.thelocal.se/19392/20090512" �http://www.thelocal.se/19392/20090512�


� Resolution 1928 of April 24th 2013; Resolution 1763 of October 7th, 2010 and Resolution 2036 of January 29th 2015


� “States are obliged to organise the health services system in such a way as to ensure that an effective exercise of the freedom of conscience of health professionals in the professional context does not prevent patients from obtaining access to services to which they are entitled under the applicable legislation.” (ECHR, May 26th 2011, application n° 27617/08, R.R. v Poland, §206; ECHR, October 30th 2012, application n° 57375/08, P. and S. v. Poland, § 106).


� Cairo Conference on population and development, paragraph 4.16 fixed as an objective the elimination of infanticide and prenatal sex selection, qualifying that is was a “harmful and unethical practices”.





