
What can the Council of Europe do?
A Petition was launched and gathered 215,000 signatures, and 
counting. The Bureau was seized and is now expected to state if it 
accepts or rejects to consider this problem.

The Petition asks the Assembly:

1. To investigate and report on the situation of children born alive 
during their abortion.

2. To reaffirm that all human beings born alive have the same 
right to life and must benefit from appropriate and necessary 
health care, according to human rights.

3. To recommend to Member States to take into account the 
threshold of viability of human fetuses in their legislation on 
termination of pregnancy.

For more information and support: eclj.org and on Facebook.
ecljofficel@gmail.com / +33 3 88 24 94 40

When a child is born prematurely, everything is done to save 
him. If this is not possible, he receives comforting care 

and is supported until his death. Neonatal palliative care is well 
developed in many hospitals. The situation is different for those 
children who are born alive after an abortion. Children are often 
born alive due to a failed abortion after the 20th week of pregnancy 
in Europe every year. They are abandoned to die without care, 
struggling to breathe, sometimes for several hours, or they are 
killed by lethal injection or suffocation, and often thrown away 
with medical waste.
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Presentation of the Petition signed by 215,000 citizens 
and introduced at the Council of Europe by the European 

Centre for Law and Justice, the International Catholic Child Bureau 
and The Federation of Catholic Family Associations in Europe.

Testimony of an experienced midwife:

“A midwife for almost 9 years, I can testify that babies born from 
late abortions (case of abortion on medical grounds) without 

feticide, usually between 20 and 24 weeks gestation, may be born alive. 
The medical team is then often uncomfortable and either puts the baby 

in a tray in a separate room until he stops showing signs of life, or asks a 
gynecologist, anesthetist or pediatrician for a morphine injection in the 
cord that some accept ... or not.”
-> More testimonies available in our full report at eclj.org

The European Centre for Law and Justice is an international, Non-Governmental Organization dedicated to the promotion and protection 
of human rights in Europe and worldwide. The ECLJ holds special Consultative Status before the United Nations/ECOSOC since 2007.

The ECLJ engages legal, legislative, and cultural issues by implementing an effective strategy of advocacy, education, and litigation. The ECLJ 
advocates in particular the protection of religious freedoms and the dignity of the person with the European Court of Human Rights and 

the other mechanisms afforded by the United Nations, the Council of Europe, the European Parliament, the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), and others.

The ECLJ bases its action on “the spiritual and moral values which are the common heritage of European peoples and the true source of 
individual freedom, political liberty and the rule of law, principles which form the basis of all genuine democracy”  

(Preamble of the Statute of the Council of Europe).



Is it possible?
With the advance of medicine, premature babies can be saved as 
early as 21 weeks, even before the limit of viability as defined by 
the World Health Organisation (22 weeks or 500g). Figures show 
that in the United Kingdom, five babies out of 247 who were born 
alive at less than 22 weeks have lived at least a year. 11 out of 171 
born at 22 weeks and 76 out of 332 born at 23 weeks have survived. 
In France and in Switzerland, at 24 weeks resuscitation is always 
undertaken as the chances of survival without complications are 
high, but it is rare that babies at 22 or 23 weeks are revived.

What is the current situation in Europe?
Presently, abortion is free on demand until the 18th week in 
Sweden (even if the sole reason for this abortion is the sex of the 
baby), up to 24 weeks in the United Kingdom and the Netherlands, 
and under extensive conditions in Spain that are not enforced. In 
some countries, such as France and the United Kingdom, abortions 
are performed up until birth in the 
case of a serious (but non-fatal) 
anomaly; therefore, abortions 
are possible in different 
European countries even 
if the fetus is viable 
and healthy. Late term 
abortions are technically 
difficult to perform 
(at 20 weeks, the rate 
of complications is ten 
times higher than before 
12 weeks according to 
the official statistics of the 
United Kingdom). Thus, it can 

occur that viable babies who were supposed to be aborted are born 
alive. After 21 weeks, some of those were able to breathe unaided 
for a long period of time. 
In 2010 in Italy, a baby, who was aborted at 22 weeks because 
of a cleft palate, was discovered alive 20 hours after birth and 
continued to survive for one 
more day. A similar case had 
already happened in 2007. In the 
Netherlands the situation is even 
worse: after 24 weeks, in cases of 
serious malformation, not only 
is abortion possible but so is 
infanticide.

When Midwifes tell us 
about... 

I am a midwife student in my last year, and saw, during an 
internship in a maternity department of the North of France, 

a child born alive from an abortion on medical grounds. He was 
24 weeks of gestation and the midwife left the child struggling to 
breathe, by leaving the baby alone on the resuscitation table. He 
died within 10 minutes, greatly weakened by labor contractions 
(triggered).
We did not check the heart sounds during labor, to “spare” the 
mother. The midwife told me that in these cases, “it is born dead if he 
is lucky, otherwise ... well ... we have no choice ... for the parents...”
I saw a baby struggle against death, in total indifference to his 
suffering ... A chilling inhumanity ... This leads to situations of 
horror ... I saw this at 19, I’m 22, I’ll never forget ... I have the desire 
to become a doctor in order to treat those who no longer have “the 
right” to be cared for…”
The midwife did not give me figures, but in her speech, it seemed 
to be recurring for those delicate terms between 18 and 24 weeks of 
gestation...  

Testimony of a 22 year-old French student in medicine:


